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 Jative leaders concluded their negotia-
{i?)%llslgg next year’s $45-billion state budget
last Friday at 6:00 p.m. The budget waslsent
to the printer, and will be ready for fina vfot}(le_s
in the House and Senate by Wednesday of this
week. It is speculated that lawmakers Wﬂl‘d
have enough time left this session to override
vetoes that the Governor may make.

the Governor has 15 days to review
ﬁgglﬁgét prior to making his veto decisions
(the Governor has line-item veto authonty).’
However, when a bill reaqhes jche; Governor's
desk while the legislature 1s still in session he
only has seven days to act. With two full
weeks remaining, there is plenty of time for a
“grand finale” finish.

A full report on the budget will be featured in
next week’s LegisLetter.

have any questions or need further informa-
ti?)‘;leabgufcl any issue which may concern you.
I canbereached at 644-4453 Or by e-mail,
kdaly@govrel.fsu.edu.

As always, please feel free to contact me if you

Kathleen Daly

Quote of the Week...

"If state workers in our area fell down dead
tomorrow, it would take a week to get the

smiles off their faces, " said Senator Pat
Thomas, D-Quincy. "It's the best pay
package thatI canremember."

Senator Pat Thomas remarks on the state pay
package that was approved last Friday.
Source: Tallahassee Democrat, April 18,1998

Pay Package Finalized

Lawmakers agreed last Friday to
increase salaries for state employees
on October 1, 1998. Employees who
earn $20,000 or less will be given a
$1,200 annual pay raise. Those who
earn $20,001-36,000 will receive a
$1,000 boost and those who earn
more than $36,001 will geta 2.78
percent raise.

Health premiums will increase on
July 1, 1998, but the state will pick
up that tab. Premiums will increase
again on January 1, 1999, with the
state again covering a portion of the
increase. Consequently, a state em-
ployee who has family coverage will
realize an increase in their health
costs care of approximately $14.00 a
month after the first of the year.
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(¥ Spotlight on Bills

Bills of Interest Update

CS/SB 1358/160: Management Efficiency by Sena-
tor John Grant, FSU Alumnus, and Senator George
Kirkpatrick passed favorably as a Committee Substi-
tute to the Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 1358/
160 out of the Senate Ways and Means Committee
last week. There is a similar bill in the House, HB
755 by Representative Lee Constantine which
passed out of the House and has been referred to the
Senate Education, Governmental Reform and Over-
sight and Ways and Means Committees. The man-
agement efficiency bill will give universities more
flexibility and accountability in certain administra-
tive areas, such as property acquisition and record-
keeping and reporting requirements by the BOR and
universities.

HB 4159: Naming Bill by the House Colleges and
Universities Committee was merged with Commit-
tee Substitute for House Bill 3065 sponsored by the
House Governmental Operations Committee. CS/
HB 3065 weseedotetidimeanteSaae

foorbsweekand CS/HB 3065

pessedasamended
wesimmedkiely caried andshmessagesote
Hue Tesr dH  CS/SB752bythe Senate
Education Committee hesheenpboedontesoed
atbechthinteSaee CS/HB 30650t
brguage thet names the recarding studio donated o
Horda Saie Unversty by Echeloninemaionel
Development Corporation, as ‘Crichied Hal”

HB 4259: Governance of Community Colleges by
the House Community Colleges and Career Prep
Committeeweseadathidimeont el
bstweekandpessedasamended HB 4259 was
mmecieisy ceriedandsnmessagesiote

Saree Theesasmiardmovgthaughie

S SB 2100 sponsored by Senator Howard
Forman. SB 2100 passedasaCommiieeSUsiiie

nthe Senate Educaion Commitee bstweekand s

nowin Senate Ways & Mearns. One ofthe gover-
rencepoEarsntsti

Saie Board of Communty Caleges to nvestigeie
thenesdiorardieedaydimiedbeccabuese
degrees at communty coleges.

Florida State University
Governmental Relations
Kathleen M. Daly, Director
110 Westcott Building

Tuition and Matriculation Fees

Senator George Kirkpatrickis sponsoring

Senate Bill 1854 whthauhaizesapuic
unvarslybinoesse maliousionandiuion
EesiorsLdensnpogansaicen =y,

. Theinoeasesmay natexoeed 110peroent
dithenatiordlaverage and mustbeinoreased
aoooing o apian gppoved by the Board of
Regernts Fessmayberasadovertened3i05
yearsioreachthe maximumalowed. Each

plan must provice for neecHoesed inencal
asssanesohatdLderisarenaideniedaness
becaseditehgheriees Theunvatymay
reanayeeuegeaaedbyreeedie-

atid. SB 18548eSaaeEd i
Commitiee and s onthe: agendiauto be discussed
oy, Theesagmirdmovingtough

tetose  HB 4169 by Representative Tom
Warner. HB 4169weswihdawnfomthe
House Cdleges and Universiies Commitee
and is now in the House Education Approprie:
tions Commitee.

Postsecondary Student Financial Aid

Senate Bill 1852, sponsored by Senator George

Kirkpatrick esshesteHotbSuoat
Frnencal Ad Capoaionibadmirserdlie

aewihheaapoain SB 18526 n te
Senate Education Commitiee andisonthe
agendato be dsoussedocky.



